Armstrongism
and
the Worldwide Church of God
. WHERE THIS CULT ORIGINATED

A. Thiscult can be tracel bad to aman by the name of Herbert W.
Armstrong and hs suppased dvine gopantments.

1. Herbert Armstrong started out his carea asa promotional
and advertising man in Des Moines, lowain 1912. But in
1920 is advertising businessfail ed in what he described

as aflash depresson
2.1n 1924Armstrong moved to Oregon and ontwo more separate
@casions his businessenterprises fail ed because of what
le described as "forces beyond hs control”.

3. Sometime between 1924and 1931Armstrong was suppcsedly
converted and began to write and doevangeli stic work.

4. It isinteresting to nde that Armstrong's conversion came
abou through hiswife's discovery and it was a mnwversion
to what she had found. She believed that obedienceto God's
spiritual laws which were summed ugn the ten commandments
was necessary for salvation.

5. Armstrong at first set out to prove that his wife was wrong
btilater he concluded that she had indeed foundthe truth
which meant to him that most of Christendam was not proclaming
the truth.

6. Armstrong was ordained in Eugene, Oregonin 1931and began
to conductevangeli stic canpaigns there.

7. In January 1934Armstrong began aradio program in Eugene~
Oregon entitled "The World Tomorrow" andwith hisincredible
speaking and promotional abiliti es he launched his culti st
caeg filled with all kinds of false and hereticd teadings.

8. At exadly 10A.M. onJanuary 1934Armstrong dedared thisto
le the starting point of the fulfillment of 90% of all
Bible propheades.

9. Armstrong went onto dedare that Christ had chosen him to



le the instrument of carrying out His grea commisgonin
the endtime. He cntended onthat historic broadcast that

le himself was *the forerunner and apostle chasen to annource
Christ's Seand Coming just as Johnthe Baptist had annourced
Hisfirst coming.



10.Armstrong cdled his movement and following "The Radio
Church of God' andwhat began as aridiculous proclamation
d one misguided man has grown to an estimated 85,000
membership al caried away and corrupted by his heresies.

B. Thiscult hasabadkground d questionable aeas andapoa
besis for believing in.it.

1.First of al it i samatter of common knavledge that
Armstrong's on,
whoisthe exeautive vice president, has had an adultery
poblem sparing a 20 yea period and he defends his wegness
for women by quaing Mal. 214 and saying it was prophesied
that he would be an adulterer.

2.1t isaso common knowvledge that Armstrong divorced his
wifewhich resulted in abig lawsUit and then married a
much younger woman.

3.Not only has Garner Ted~had a problem with women, bu he has
also had a problem with gambling and it isno seaet that he
has patronized the cainos of Las Vegas on many occasions
and gambled with very high stakes- | might add with the
monies of their misguided membership.

4.Notice acording to Dt. 1822 the test of atrue prophet is
measured by the fulfillment of hisprophedes. Armstrong has
pophesied onthree separate occasions when the end d the
agewould come (1936, 1943, 1972and d course hewasin
error onthisand he has aso been in error onamultitude
d other very dogmatic assertions. In 1972Armstrong under
pesaure from others admitted they had been olserving
Penteaost on the wrong day which he had contended for yeas
was Monday.

5.Armstrong's use of finances ought to be enouwgh for anyone
to questionwho would contribute to this cult.

a. the Worldwide Church of God reports an annual income of
realy 56,000,000 dibars.

b. members of this cult are cdled uponto give afirst
tithe, asecondtithe, and athird tithe. 1n addition
oher off erings are solicited on hay days, aslove
dferings, or as geda saaificd offerings
when members are asked to even barow money and give it



to thework. Thisall addsupto 4060% of aperson 5
income on some occasions.



C. Theleaership dof thiscult onthe other hand lives
in royal luxury with hames costing 200,000 dbdars
andmore. HerbertE before his deah owned 3 chauffered
cadillacsandarollsroyce In his mansion among other
costly items was a salt and pepper shaker set which cost
$12,000And these aejust the beginning of along
list of things which dffered alavish lifestyle suppated
i his giritualy ignorant and deceved devotees.

II. HOW THIS CULT WAS FURTHER PROPAGATED AND PASSED ON
A. Thiscult wasinitially propagated by Armstrong's radio ministry.

1. Noticewhat began in 1934as"The Radio Church of God' was
changed to "the Worldwide Church of God' in 1968.

2.0n his broadcast "the Worldwide Tomorrow" Armstrong taught
that a courterfeit gospel was circulated aroundA.D. 33and
ly A.D. 58adifferent and false gospel began to be
popagated. Armstrong held that the true gospel work there-
fore had stopped for some 18%centuries. But thiswasrevived
ly himself in 1931and he contended that only thase believing
Ins message would be saved.

B. Inadditionto Armstrong's radio work, in 1947 le founded Ambassador
College of Pasadena, California beginning with eight faculty
members and four students.

C. Ancther asped in the spread o this cult has been through its
literature.

1.In 1934Armstrong started "The Plain Truth" magazine and
thiswas later asociated with his college and referred to
asthe ollege ministry. Thisin itself has been resporsible
for alarge measure of this cult's growth. It has foll owed
avery colorful and appedli ng format and it isdistributed free

2. Ancther meansto get out Armstrong's heresies was launched
in 1969with another magazine entitled "Tomorrow's World".
This was pulished for some threeyeas before it ceased.

3. Then there foll owed a magazine entitled "Good News' for members
ofy which was exclusively for them but in 1973this
pubcation kecane known as "The Worldwide News" and then it
was made avail able to anyone who subscribed for it with a
$4.00ee



D. Wefindthat this cult has used the television also as a medium
d communicaion and an instrument to ensnare wnverts.



Finally Armstrong's son cespite dl his snful escgpades has
gredly helped hisfather.in propagating this cult and reis
nov the dief broadcaster and leader of the movement. This man
isasilver-tongued orator and spedks with such authority and
dgmatism that heis not only appeding to listen tOr but he
isvery persuasive espedally to those persons with nospiritual
groundng in the Word of God.

. WHAT'SWRONGWITH WHAT THEY BELIEVE AND TEACH
A. Abou God

1. What Armstrongism teadies

a. Armstrong contended that the Trinity was afalse doctrine
which came out of the dhurch courcil of Nicea

b.He ontended the Trinity was a pagan concept adopted from
the Babylonian belief of Ninrod, Semiramis and Tamuz.

2. What's wrong with this teating

a. The Bible presents God as existing in threepersons as
oaGodhead (Gen. 11,26 11:7; Isa. 6:8).

b.The Bible givesinstances where the threepersons of the
Trinity areinvoMed (Gen. 1924; Isa. 4816, Matt. 316,17
289).
B. Abou Jesus Christ
1. What they teath

a. Armstrongism teades that Christ had an Adamic nature
which was cgpable of sinning.

b.Garner Ted says Jesus had to cry out to God day and right
to keep from fali ng.

c. Armstrongism teades that Christ's deity is lessthan God
the Father and that He will never quantitatively equal
the Father.

d.Asfar as Christ's resurredion, they contend that His
bogljust disappeaed as adivine spirit being.



e. Theworse yet, they hold that Jesus had to be saved and
Heisthe only human being thus far who hes ever been
bm of God a saved and this occured at His resurredion.



2. What's wrong with these teadings

a. First of all the Bible dedaresthat Christ is God
manifested in the flesh.and that He was born of a
vrgin and withou asin nature (Jn. 11; 1 Tim. 3:16;
Heb. 7:26).

b. Seondy the Bible states that Christ's deity is the same
asthe Father's (Heb. 1:3; Phil. 2211; Col. 2.9; Jn. 1030).

C. Thirdly the Bible states that .Christ~arosesbodl yY2and~not as
aspirit (Lk. 24:39; Jn. 2025, 26 Acts 1.9-11).

d. Finally to believe that Christ ~eeded to be saved isto
lelievein noSaviour. For if Christ wasasinner like
al the rest and realed to be saved then He wuld na
lave been an acceptable and wo;thy saaifice any more
than any other man to take awvay sins (Heb. 96,7,12,14.

C. Abou the Holy Spirit
1. What they teat

Armstrongism teades that the Holy Spirit isaforce and
na the third Person d the Trinity. The forcewhichis
reveded in aChristlike lifeisthe extent of "it" they say.

2. What's wrong with this teading

The Bible presents the Holy Spirit as a Person d the Trinity
and orewhois God (Acts 5:3,4). Andwe seeHisinvovement
in the works of creaion, salvation and every other divine
ading (Gen. 11,2 Jn. 663).

D. Abou Salvation
1. What they teat

a. Armstrongism teades that men can become God and that
they arein training to become just that.

b. In order to become like God, Armstrongism teadies
that men must measure up to a system of works for salvation.
These include baptism by a minister of. Armstrong's church,
leeping the Sabbath day, observing O.T. hdy days,. trying
to live by every Word a God, tithing to Armstrong's church,



and keing in this obedient way at deah.

c. They hdd that no oreisyet saved ar can beinthislife.
When oreis conwverted to Christ's way thisis his
conception bu he does nat experience his adua spiritual

frth urtil the resurredion.



2. What's wrong with these teadings

a. Because of such legali stic teadings as these,
Armstrongism has been rightly cdled "The New Galatianismt..

b. Noticethat the Bible dedares very emphaticaly that
men are saved by gracethrough faith and nd by their
works ( Ram. 4:1-8; Eph. 28-10; Titus 3:5; Rom. 83,4
Gal. 216, 321; 2:21). naeRorn. 104

c. TheBible dso dedaresthat salvation isa present

pssesson (I Jn. 32; Il Tim. 1.9; Eph. 25) andthose
saved are referred to as babes (I Pet. 2.2), aslittle
children (1 Jn. 21), and sons (Jn. 1:12), bu nore
are ever cdled "embryos'.

E. Abou heaven, hell, and the heredter
1. What they teat
a. Armstrongism teadies that heaven is a pagan dactrine.

b. Hell asonly atemporary pl&ce of punishment whichis
asubub o Jerusalem.

c. They dso hdd that the soul of man is mortal and des
at deah.

6. Armstrongism spe&ks of a secondand third resurredion
@ men in which everyone will have ax oppatunity to
le saved.

2. What's wrong with these teadings

a. First of al the Bible says at deah thase who are saved
go to bewith the Lord (Il Cor. 5:8) andthose who are
usaved wake upin hell (Lk. 1619-31).

b. The Bible says that Christ is preparing believersa

mansionin heaven (Jn. 141-6) andthat the place

& torments for the unsaved isred and will | ast for-
ever (Rev. 1410,17).

c. Itisaso for surethat no orewill have aother
oppdunity to be saved if they go ou of thislife
usaved (Prov. 117; Jn. 824; Il Thess 210-12).



F. Abou heding
1. What they teat

a. Armstrongism holds that sicknessis always the result of
sinin ore'slife andthat it is always Godswill to hed.



b. They contend that the pradice of medicineisidoatry
and that doctors are false prophets.

c. They repudate the ideathat one shoud accept sickness
as Godswill. So like the pentecastals they send ou
anointed~handerchiefs and soli cit off erings for prayers
and heding.

2. What's wrong with these teadings

The Scriptures reved to us that many times scknesses and
suffering arein fad acording to Godswill (TI Tim. 4:20;
| Tim. 5:23; Il Cor. 127-11).

G. Abou theten lost tribes
1.What they teath

a. Armstrongism teades a heresy known as anglo-Isradism
0 Briti sh-Isradism.

b.TIT'ey;;contend when King Zedekiah's osns were dl kill ed
that Jeremiah the prophet took the King's daughter along
with Jaab's pill ow stone to Ireland and this becane
the coronation stone for the Davidic Kingdom.

c. Theten Northern Tribes who were taken in the Assyrian
captivity suppcsedly settled in Europe and the present
@y British are their descendants. These aethen
identified as Ephraim and the united Statesis
identified as Manasseh.

d. These folks contend that Queen Elizabeth is now seaed
orthe throne of David and that Ephraim represents
England a Israd. According to their heresy Judah
represents the Jews who are still under God's curse and
they are distinguished from the Isradites or British.

2. What's wrong with this teading

a. First of al acaording to Amos prophecy in approximately
728.C. the ten tribes would be destroyed and their
restoration would never be redized (Amos 9:8-10). It
is unscriptural then to suppacse that after nealy 3,000
yeas these tribes would regppea as the British Empire
and that the U.S. would have the covenanted bessngs



[@ssd onto them as God's Israd.



b.Semndy it shoud be noted that the Bible kegos the
Church, the Jews, and the Gentil es separated as far as
God~s dedings with them. Gentiles are not and will
Bver be Jews or Israd in any sense. British- Isradism
takes the avenanted promises of God to the Jews and
misapplies them to the Gentil es.

C. Asfor the Jews of Judah who returned after the
Babylonian captivity not being Israd, Nehemiah records
11imesthat they were Jews and 22times herefersto
them as Israd.

Sources:  The Kingdom of the Cults by Wallter Martin
The Incredible Armstrong Duo by Robert Sumner
Heresies Expased by William C. Irvine



